








tackled. It is no coincidence that the 
overwhelming majority of prostitutes 
are from countries ravaged by war or 
dire economic plight. Therefore, any 
'consent' to becoming a prostitute is 
normally driven by desperation and 
then, all too often, sustained for too 
long when an anaesthetising drug 
habit takes hold. 

In Spain, it looks as though the 
profusion of Clubes de Alterne is here 
to stay. As Vicente B, a Valencian 
businessman says: "the Clubes de 
Alterne are a part of Spanish culture. 
They have always existed in one form 
or another. It is just that over the past 
ten years they have become more 
obvious and much more sophisticated, 
with some clubs delivering a luxury 
service in truly opulent surroundings." 
Certainly, it is difficult to envisage 
persuading Spanish men not to use 
Clubes de Alterne - and if this desire 
exists and is universally accepted, then 
there will always be a demand for it. 

However, it is hard not to 
come to the conclusion that Spain 
has missed an opportunity to 
courageously legalise and tightly 
regulate prostitution. On one level, 
the government is condoning an 
enormous cash industry that is 
impossible to tax as the earnings are, 
by definition, not fully legal. But far 
more importantly, not doing so only 
acts to keep prostitution underground, 
pushing it further into the hands of 
organised crime and thus continuing 
to make it unsafe for all parties. And 
it is hard to imagine more vulnerable 
people than young women working 
in an appallingly distressing business, 
often far from home and any hope 
of help. 
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